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avidl Lye, a specialist physician in a local haspiral,

lierally lives just a stone’s chrow a way from his

warkplace, at The Axis at Mandalay Road. He
says, *| chose che area because e is very near 1o the CTE
and PIE, and a short drive o Orchard.”

Walking into the 818sq [t two-bedroom unit, visitors
are greeted with a polished symphony of assorted woods,
creams and beiges, and blacks, punciuated with splashes of
colour: The artwork in the entryway, a few small souvenirs
left our on the surfaces. A major theme of the flac’s colour
scheme is wood: Almost all the walls have some form of
carefully hidden cupboards, whether it's loor-to-c eiling
hidden bookshelves with varied-depch panelling on the
doors 1o add wexture, or the suspended wooden lockers
holding personal belongings over the relevision, or the

woaden bay-window storage in the bedrooms.
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“The overarching impression one gets is of light and
lightness: The fax is fooded with light from the wall-to-
wall glass window-walls that form two sides of the sitting
room, and at least one wall of every other major room in
the flat. So the obvious question for D Lye was: How do
you survive Si ngufmm's burning afternoon sunlight?

He says: “The flat is not in direct sunlight. The blinds
filter aut most of the harmful ultavioler light and the heat.
“The place rarcly fecls warm and is never hot. In fact, while
1 rarely apen the windows, cross-ventilation is pare of the
design of the building, especially with the external fin
designs. IF1 open the windows in the second bedroom, and
the ones in the dining area, it is very airy.

“The blinds allow me a view of the outside and let
in enough sunlight tw keep the place bright and sunny,
without sacrificing my privacy, The second layer of black-
out blinds in the bedrooms ensure that 1 do not have
wake up at sunrise on weekends when | enjoy sleeping in.”
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I'bought itin June 2009. I chose The Axis because the
developer, Novelty Asia, is known for maximal space
utilisation, quality construction finishes and Eurapean
furnishing. For example, the kitchen cabinet is from
Schiffini, the wardrobes are from Lema, and che taps and
showers are from Gessi, which have a sleck design. It made
thinking about what 1 wanted 1o do with the interiors
easier. The renovation cost $27,000, undertaken by Ciseern
Interior Designs. Appalonia Yeo, my interior designer,
understond my ideas and provided practical suggestions. |
wanted a lot of carpentry work, and fine workmanship was
crucial. | am very pleased with the results.

BELOW: DR LYE'S
AR DIVISION TABIE
AND TUIIP VEMEER
PENDANT LAMP
CREATE A FOCM
POINMT OF IMTEREST
IN THE [INING
RO

RIGHT: Hand-crafiod
Chenille rable mat,
froan B Gallery.
Facetod canadle
hobders, rod candle,
calit burwls and inangn
wmnel berwl, all from
Jobvw Erdos Howre.

I received a lot of helpful advice from a good friend,
Tomy Law, on such details as the selection of the walnur
laminate used throughout the flat, choosing the sofa and
dining table from Air Division, the pendant lamp and the
wallpaper, and even to the design of the door panels of
uneven depth for the huge bookcase.
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It was not really one spot that wek my fancy but the fact
that windows wrap around the unit on three of the four
sides, It made the feel of the small unit more spacious than
its actual Aoor area. When 1 received the keys o the uni,

I was shacked by the compactness. However any dismay

at its siee was soon displaced by the many ideas | had to
maximise it, | bought interior-design magazines and visited
friends" apartments to gather more ideas. 1 also drew many
skerches and showed them to anyone who cared 1o listen!

Ahil t e viou chooss this colowr combinal

I'wanted a warm, wood-based theme, carth-toned, yet
contemporary. It reminded me of a lot of five-star hotel
rooms that | had stayed in overseas. To ereate points of
interest, accessories with bright colours were chosen. The
neutral colour scheme will be easy to live with for years —
though it might be less sriking ar first glimpse for

some people.
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interest. The pendant lamp above the dining table is tlip
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veneer, which T found in a shop in Park Mall. It casts a nice
pattern on the ceiling and the floor at night. The orange
light that shines through the veneer adds colour to the kept 1 nain 1 |
neutral interior. The structural column was wrapped in :

textured wallpaper, and the top and bottom sections were

laminated to create another focal point. I wanted the place

to be clutter-free, so a lot of storage space was needed. My ABOVE LEFT: AN
bookcase was designed with uneven panels to break the UNUSUAL FEEMENT
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"The unit has oo many bay windows! The solution was to RIGHT: CONCEALED

monotony of huge, plin wooden door panels.

‘The most striking piece of furniture would be the

dining table from Air Division. The glass top draws
attention to the unusual leg design.

add drawers so lhcy serve as storage, desk space and seating, STORAGE SPACE IS
FUT TO GOOD USE
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It was in deciding what not to do, and making surca

design has to be practical and functional. Appolonia Yeo

helped remove decorative ideas that served no real purpose.:  Jobn




